[First experience with highly hydrophilic therapeutic soft contact lenses (With special reference to herpetic corneal disease) (author's transl)].
74 therapeutic problem-cases of various corneal diseases were treated with the highly hydrophilic Weicon 72 (W 72) which proved to be a valuable therapeutic tool. Additional applications of hypertonic saline and of industrial preparations of steroids, antivirals and antibiotics were tolerated without observable side effects. Additional therapy is often inevitable to achieve an optimal therapeutic effect. Nearly all treated cases of chronic herpetic keratitis - mainly metaherpetic corneal diseases - responded well or excellently to W 72 therapy. If, however, the indication for soft lens therapy is somehow inadequate, if additional therapy is wrong or not applied at all and if the patient does not keep strictly to the therapeutic regime undesired side effects are likely to develop.